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EDITORIAL 
COMMENT 

Five  years  ago  a  lone  sniper's 
bullet  shattered  the  jaw  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  and  the  life 
of  America's  true  prophet  ot 
nonviolence  was  abruptly 
brought  to  an  end.  But  along 
with  the  death  of  King  came 
another  death  of  equal 
magnitude,'  the  death  of 
nonviolent  resislence. 

M  ost  wh  ite  Americans  are 
more  than  willing  lo  admit  that 
the  non-violent  approach  is  still 
the  best  way  for  Black  people  to 

gain  equality,  they  point  to  the 
progress  made  by  Black 
Americans  in  the  south,  who  for 
a  while,  used  the  non-violent 
method  to  get  what  they 
wanted.  The  attitude  of  a 
growing  majority  of  Black 
people,  and  especially  young 
Black  people  is  that  non-violence 
died  with  Martin  Luther  King. 

Who  was  Martin  Luther  King, 
this  man  that  died  for  a  set  of 
principles?  Martin  Luther  King 
was  an  outstanding  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  an  "American" 
who  had  the  courage  to  admit 
that  there  were  evils  deeply 
entrenched  in  the  social, 
political,  economic,  and  religious 
fibers  ot  this  country,  and  that 
these  evils  must  be  corrected. 

But  to  simply  say  that  King 
was  an  outstanding  citizen  of  the 
United  States  would  be  doing 
him  an  injustice.  For  we  must 
measure  men,  not  by  how  long 
they  live,  but  by  the  good  that 
they  did  whi!e_^they  were  alive. 
Then  it  must  be  said  that  Martin 
Luther  King  was  an  outstanding 
citizen  of  the  world. 

He    was    born    in  Atlanta, 


King's  Death- 


Good-bye  Non-violence 


Georgia  in  1929,  the  son  and 
grandson  of  Baptist  ministers, 
both  of  them  pioneers  in  the 
struggle  for  Black  equality.  At 
an  early  age  young  Martin 
displayed  the  antipathy  for 
violence  that  was  to  characterize 
him  as  an  adult.  When  the  school 
bully  walloped  him,  Martin 
would  not  return  the  blow.  A 
white  woman  in  a  store  once 
slapped  him,  saying  "You're  a 
nigger  who  stepped  on  my 
foot."  Martin  said  nothing. 

King  once  wrote,  "As  far  back 
as  I  can  remember,  I  had 
resented  segregation...  While  I 
was  still  tObyoiing  for  school,  I 
had  already  [earned  something 
about  discrimination.  For  three 
or  four  years  my  inseparable 
playmates  had  been  two  while 
boys  whose  parents  ran  a  store 
across  the  street  from  our  house 
in  Atlanta.  Then  sonwthing 
began  to  happen.  When  I  went 
across  the  street  to  get  them, 
their  parents  said  they  couldn't 
play.  They  weren't  hostile;  they 
just  made  excuses.  Finally  I 
asked  my  mother  about  it." 

His  Mother  tried  to  explain 
segregation  as  a  transitory  social 
condition  rather  than  the  natural 
order  of  things.  But  she  ended, 
according  to  King,  by  uttering 
"the  words  that  every  Black 
hears  before  he  can  yet 
understand  the  injustice  that 
makes  them  necessary:  "You  are 
as  good  as  anyone." 

King  was  a  bright  student  and 
at  the  age  of  15  he  entered 
Morehouse  College  in  Atlanta. 
His  father  wanted  him  lo  study 
for    the    ministry,   but  Martin 


wanted  to  study  medicine  or 
law.  At  Morehouse,  King 
searched  for  "some  intellectual 
basis  for  a  social  philosophy." 
He  read  and  re-read  Thoreau's 
Civil  Disobedience,  and  finally 
conclu  ded  that  the  ministry 
was  "the  only  framework  in 
which  he  could  position  his 
growing  'deas  on  social  protest. 
Accordingly,  he  enrolled  at 
Pennsylvania's  Crozer 
Theological  Seminary. 

Aside  from  his  theological 
studies.  King  pored  over  the 
words  and  works  of  the  social 
philosophers:  Plato,  Aristotle, 
Rousseau,  Locke  and  Hegel. 
Above  all  he  read  and  reread 
everything  he  could  find  about 
India's  Mohandas  Gandhi.  "The 
spirit  of  passive  resistance  came 
to  me  from  the  bible  and  the 
teachings  of  Jesus,"  King  once 
said,  "the  techn  iques  of 
execution  came  from  Gandhi," 


King's  career  was 
extraordinary.  He  graduated  first 
in  his  class,  was  an  outstanding 
student,  was  president  of  the 
student  body  and  went  to 
Boston  University  for  Ph.D. 

While  studying  at  Boston 
University,  a  pretty  and  talented 
soprano  studying  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory  of  Music. 
After  their  marriage  they  went 
lo  Montgomery  Alabama,  where 

Martin  took  up  full  time  pastoral 
duties  al  the   Dexter  Avenue 
Baptist  Church. 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Matt  Snell  is  hanging  up  his 
deals.  After  nine  years  of 
football,  the  New  York  Jets 
former  all-pro  fullback  has 
announced  his  retirement,  due 
largely  to  numerous  injuries 
sustained  since  1967. 

First  there  was  a  torn  knee 
cartilage,  then  a  ruptured 
achillcs  tendon  in  1970.  During 
1971  he  received  a  severe  bruise 
of  the  knee  and  last  season  he 
ruptured  his  spleen  in  the  fourth 
game  against  Miami.  While 
recuperating  from  this  injury  he 
decided  that  he  was  going  to 
quit,  especially  after  the  strong 
urgings  of  his  mother.  Now  Snell 
will  devote  his  time  to  the 
securities  business  he  became 
involved  in  a  few  years  back.  He 
also  left  the  rcsuurant  business 
by  selling  his  Matt  Snell's  Fifth 
Down  in  Manhattan. 

Snell  was  the  Jets'  first  round 
draft    choice    in    1964  after 


gaining  All  American  status  at 
Ohio  State.  He  was  also  the  Jets'' 
first  superstar,  winning  the 
AFL's  Rookie  of  the  year  award 
that  season  after  gaining  803 
yards  on  the  ground  and  180 
yards  in  pass  receptions.  (Times 
3/23/73). 

White  and  non-white  soccer 
teams  competed  for  the  first 
time  in  Johannesburg  in  their 
South  African  Games 
competition.  Visiting  sports 
officials  said  that  the  multi-racial 
event  marked  a  milestone  that 
could  help  put  South  Africa 
back  into  the  Olympics.  They 
have  been  continually  barred 
because  of  their  apartheid 
policy. 

The  soccer  teams  represented 
South  Africa's  four  racial 
groups,  white,  colored  (or  mixed 
race)   Asians  and  Blacks.  The 


DIAL  THE  OJSYX 

Brothers  and  Sisters  as  pan  of  i/te  Onyx's 
attempt  to  serve  you  better,  a  -Dial  the  Onyx" 
telephone  service  is  now  in  operation. 

If  you  have  seen  something  or  know  of  anything 
that  you  believe  is  news-worthy  the  Onyx  wants  to 
know  about  it. 

If  you  need  general  information  concerning  the 
university:  the  city,  or  the  surrounding  Black 
community  get  in  touch  with  us.  We  can  help  you 

CaU  us  Mon.  through  Fri,  12  p.m.  -  4  p.m  at 
437-3141.  ex.  29.  or  drop  in  and  pay  us  a  visit  We 
are  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Afro- Institute  40 
Leon  St.,  Boston.  Mass 


whites  defeated  the  colored  4-0 
and  the  Black  team  defeated  the 
Asians  5-0. 

Several  non -white  South 
Africans  are  competing  in  the 
games  and  are  living  in 
integrated  quarters  off  field, 
sharing  accomodations  and 
social  amenities  with  the  whites. 
Further,  signs  that  read  "whites 
only "  and  "nonwhites  only " 
were  taken  down  for  the  event. 
And  in  Pretoria,  the  main  site  of 
the  games,  the  city  council 
ordered  the  removal  of  all 
segregation  signs  from  parks, 
evidence  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  authorities  have  relaxed 
aparthied  to  accommodate  the 
competition.  Right  wing  groups 
of  whites,  however,  have 
objected  to  the  games  and  what 
they  describe  as  the 
government's  capitulation  to 
multi-racialism.  They  claim 
multi-racial  sports  will  lead  to 
"the  complete  erosion  of 
apartheid  ^nd  chaos  in  the 
country."  (Times  3/25/73) 

The  Black  Panther  Parly  tn 
Algiers  has  closed  up  office  and 
mysteriously  disappeared. 

Neighbors  in  the  suburb  of 
Algeria  say  that  all  the  Panthers 
left  about  three  weeks  ago, 
taking  all  their  possessions  with 
them.  The  speculation  is  that 
ihev've.ieft  the  country.  They 
were  active  underEldridgc 
Cleaver's  leadership  from 
September  1970  up  to  his 
resignation  on  January  17, 1972. 
Cleaver  was  succeeded  by  Pete 
O'Neal,  founder  of  the  Kansas 
City    section    of    the  party. 
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^ioweverJAr^Oe^er^td^c^t^^^^^  BJack  pupils  by  hiring 
as  communications  secreury  of  f^cwer    Black    teachers  than 
the  party.  From  then  on  the   whites,  and  by  assigning  most 
organization  started  to  fall  apart,   ^'^ck  teachers  to  predominantly 
Disagreements    about    the    Black  schools.  Eighty  of  the  200 


arrival  of  two  hijacked  American 
airplanes  in  1972  and  the 
demands  of  the  hijackers  to  be 
integrated  into  the  party  put  a 
strain  on  the  organization. 
Relations  with  the  Algerian 
Government  deteriorated  as  a 
consequence.  Then  O'Neal 
reportedly  left  Algeria  without 


schools  have  never  had  a  Black 
teacher. 

Charles  Leftwich,  head  of  the 
school  department's 
Educational  Planning  Center, 
explained  in  court  the 
importance  of  presenting  Black 
ch  ildren  with  the  image  of 
successful,    educated  Black 


notice  last  September  after  the  "^'sures  of  authority;  though  he 

party  headquarters  were  raided  ^et  against"  all 

by  Algerian  police.  ^^^^^   °^   3"    w^^ite  schools. 

Roger  Holden  a  24-year-old  Leftwich  said  he  thought  Black 

Vietnam    war    veteran    and  would  better 

hijacker   took  over  leadership  ""^lersund    the  "^fears  and 


and  shortly  after  this  move, 
Donald  Cox,  a  former  field 
marshall  for  Cleaver  openly 
published  a  letter  disassociating 
himself  from  all  Panther 
activities  and  individuals.  Mr. 
Cox  has  not  been  seen  in  Algiers 
since  December.  Cleaver  was  last 
seen  around  the  city  in  January. 
Now  all  members  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  appear  to  have  left 
the  country  and  there  is  no  clue 
as  to  where  they  have  moved. 
Rumors  have  circulated  that 
Cleaver  is  sUying  in  Paris. 
(Times  3/28/73) 

*********** 

"Soul  Food,"  popular  with 
Black  Americans,  is  an 
exceptionally  nutritious  and 
balanced  diet,  according  to  a 
health  expert. 

h  may  be  more  nutritious  than 
the  diet  of  the  typical  white 
A  merican,  said  Dr.  Derrick 
J  e  I  i  ff  e,  professor  of  public 
health  at  the  Univerisiy  of 
California,  Los  Angeles,  School 
of  Public  Health.  He  recently 
concluded  a  tudy  of  the  value 
of  soul  food,  which  is  gaining  in 
popularity  and  is  now  featured 
in  a  growing  number  of 
restaurants. 

The  diet  was  originally 
determined  by  the  foods 
available  to  slaves  and 
sharecroppers  in  the  Deep 
South. 

"Hog  jowls,  chitlings,  chicken 
backs  and  catfish  are  not  only 
inexpensive,  but  perfiaps  more 
nutritious  dian  higher  sutus  cuts 
of  meat,"  Dr.  Jelliffe  said.  (N.Y 
Times  2/7/73). 

The  NAACP  has  filed  a  suit 
against  the  Boston  School 
rommittee  for  not  hiring  more 
Black  teachers  in  the  Boston 
School  system.  The  uil,  in  part, 
a  II  eges  that  the  committee 
discriminated  against  the  city's 


frustrations" 
"serve  and 
2-26-73) 


of  Blacks  they 
teach."  (Globe 


The  Government  said  that  ii. 
1972,  for  the  first  time,  the 
percentage  of  black  and  other 
minority  high  school  graduates 
who  enrolled  in  college  was 
roughly  the  same  as  for  white 
graduates. 

The  Labor  Department's 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  said 
that  its  statistics  showed  that 
49.4  per  cent  of  the  white  and 
47.6  per  cent  of  the  Black  and 
other  minority  high  school 
graduates  of  last  June  enrolled  in 
college  by  last  October.  It  said 
the  1.8  differential  was 
"statistically  insignificant." 

In  1968,  the  college 
enrollment  rate  was  56.6  per 
cent  for  while  high  school 
graduates  and  46.2  for  black  and 
other  minorities.  (Times, 
4/1/73). 

It  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  The  Onyx  that  the 
following  students  are  to  be 
added  to  The  Black  Honors  list: 
(March  8th  Onyx) 

Barbara  Mayo  4.0 

Lan-y  Warnum  3.8 

Vernice  Upchurch 

Donna  Huntley 

Carol  Almeida 

Clifford  White 

Edith  Sad  berry 

William  S.  Stancil 

The  Afro- Institute  also 
apologizes  to  those  who  were 
inadvertantly  left  off  the  honors 
list  and  thanks  those  who  came 
over  to  the  Institute  to  let  them 
know  their  names  were  missed. 
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Tutorial  Dept.  stresses 

"Personal 
Communication^^ 


BY  ILEEN  DOTSON 


A  new  quarter  has  begun  and 
ontc  again  tutorial  sessions  in  all 
areas  —  the  arts  and  sciences, 
engineering,  and  business  ■-  are 
underway  daily  at  the 
AfroA  merican  Institute. 
Tutorial  co-ordinator  Yvette 
Tinner  mo  n  explained  the 
functions  of  the  tutorial 
department. 

"Tutorial  services  are  designed 
to  help  those  students  who  have 
academic  averages  of  1.6  or  less, 
for  Martin  Luther  King  scholars 
with  averages  below  2.00,  for 
extended  freshman,  and  for 
studenu  recommended  by  their 
professors  as  well  as  for  students 
who  seek  help  on  their  own," 
she  said. 

Professors  requesting  tutoring 
for  students  are  primarily  those 
in  the  English  department. 

Once  students  request  tutors, 
it  is  up  to  them  to  attend  the 
scheduled  sessions,  except  in  the 
cases  of  extremely  poor 
students. 

'  'We  do  try  to  establish 
personal  communication  with 
the  students,"  Ms.  Tinnermon 
said,  "but  we  also  send  them 
letters  and  call  them  if 
necessary." 

Ms.  Tinnermon's  staff  includes 
two  full  time  tutors,  James 
(Slug)  Jackson  and  Joel  McClure 
and  12  part  time  tutors,  all  of 
whom  she  labels  "excellent." 
Ms.  Tinnermon  and  the  tutors 
keep  _close  tabs  on  the 
attendance  of  students  &  their 
progress.  The  Counselling 
Department  deals  with 
students  required  to  attend 
tutorials  and  who  considerably 
fail  to  do  so. 

Students  also  evaluate  their 
tutors,  before  mid-terms  and 
finals.  In  the  words  of  Ms. 
Tinnermon.  "most  students  are 
particularly      c  leased  with 


their  tutors." 

he  attributes  the  success  of 
the  program  thus  far  to  "tutors 
who  really  care"  and  who  try  to 
provide  tutorial  services  on  a 
"one-to-one  basis."  When 
one-to-one  service  cannot  be 
provided,  study  groups  are 
formed. 

Tutors  urge  students  to  talk 
with  their  professors  about 
particular  problems  before 
coming  to  tutorial  sessions. 

"Unless  a  student  is  really  in 
serious  trouble,  the  professor  is 
not  usually  contacted,"  ^e  said. 

Sometimes  TA's  (teaching 
assisUnts),  who  often  give  grades 
in  large  classes,  are  contacted  so 
they  will  know  (he 
student  did  try  to  get  help  and  a 
better  grade. 

Last  quarter  during  finals 
week,  the  Institute  was  open  all 
day  until  2  a.m.  and  sometimes 
later  for  studying  and  tutorials. 

During  finals  week,  students 
utilized  the  services  of  McClure, 
and  Jackson,  particularly,  and 
the  other  tutors.  Ms.  Tinnermon 
stated  that  there  were  at  least  35 
students  at  the  Institute  for 
tutoring  every  day  during  finals 
week, 

Ms.  Tinnermon,  a  Master's 
degree  candidate  in 
Afro-American  Studies  at 
Boston  University,  has  contacted 
tutorial  departments  at  other 
universities  in  the  area  in  an 
effort  to  obtain  "ideas  on  how 
to  improve  and  further  develop 
the  tutorial  program." 

'students  needing  help  in  any 
area  should  contact  Ms. 
Tinnermon  on  the  third  floor  of 
the  Afro-Institute  "before  the 
last  minute,"  not  the  day  before 
a  test,  mid-term  or  final. 

Next  issue:  A  look  at  the 
tutors. 


Yvette  Tinnermon  -  Photo  -  K.  JUaynor 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 

April  9  ■  28  an  exhibition  of  Black  Photography  by  the 
Komoinge  Workshop  of  New  York  to  be  held  in  Gund  Hall. 
May  n  -  13  A  Black  Spirituality  Weekend  sponsored  by  the 
Kuumba  Singers.  (This  in  tentative) 

BABSON  COLLEGE 
April  19  Bill  Aiken 

April  23  Sam  Yelte,  author  of  "The  Choice" 

BRANDEIS  UNIVERSITY 

May  3  -  5  Conference  on  Pan  Africanism 

RADCLIFFE  COLLEGE 

May  4,  5  a#  symposium  on  "Black  Women  -  Myths  and 
Realities." 


Black  Studies 
Department  awaits 

deciding  vote 

ni-..-L 


The  Afro-American  Institute's 
work  to  gain  academic  status  for 
the  Black  Studies  Department 
was  given  great  impetus  by  the 
student   demonstration   of  Nov. 
28  1973  wli^"  Nor Iheas tern's 
ack    community,  feeling 
Identical    to    the  Southern 
University  Black  community  in 
its  predicarnent  and  tragic  loss, 
articulated  its  concern  that  Black 
educational  values  be  reffected 
in   the   nation's   colleges  and 
universities.  In  his  response  to 
George  Rowland,  and  the  other 
students    who    presented  the 
official    student  document. 
President  Knowles  charged  the 
Dean  of  the  College  of  Liberal 
Arts,  Robert  A.  Shepard,  and 
Dean  Gregory  T.  Ricks,  Director 
of  the  Afro-American  Institute, 
with  establishing  a  committee  to 
draw  up  a  proposal  for  a  Black 
Studies  Department  within  the 
College   of    Liberal    Arts.  In 
reaffirming    the  University's 
four-year  committnwnt  to  Black 
Studies,  the  President  also  suted 
that  the  funds  necessary  to  run 


S  department  will  come  from 
sources  other  than  the  budget  of 
the  College  of  Liberal  Arts. 

After  two  further  months  of 
intensive  meeting-schedules, 
votes  of  approval  in  principle  of 
the  appropriateness  of  a  Black 
Studies  Department  were 
obtained  from  the  Curriculum 
Committee  of  the  College  of 
Liberal  Arts,  from  the  Faculty 
of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts, 
and  from  the  Faculty  Senate  All 
three  of  these  groups  Iheretore 
charged  the  Black  Studies 
Proposal  Committee  with 
returning  to  them  a  proposal 
stating  the  reason  for  a  Black 
Studies  program,  the  nature  of 
the  program,  its  curriculum  and 
staffing  requirements. 

The  Committee,  composed  of 
two  members  of  the  L.A. 
Curriculum  Committee 
(Professors  Maurice  E.  Gilmore 
and  David  Schmitt),  two 
appointees  of  the  Faculty  Senate. 
(Deans  Charles  F.  Haley  and 
Professor  Donald  M.  Jacobs), 
Dean  of  the  College  of  Liberal 


Arls^  Robert  A 


Shepard,  and 
two  rep  resen  tat  ives  of  the 
Afro-American  Institute,  Dean 
Gregory  T.  Ricks  and  Professor 
Ramona  H.  Edclin,  have  row 
completed  the  proposal.  Fhe 
two  resolutions,  that  there  be  a 
Department  of  Afro-American 
Studies  at  Northeastern 
University,  and  that  it  be  a 
Department  within  the  College 
of  Liberal  Arts  on  Friday. 
April  6,  1973,  by  Curriculum 
Committee  of  that  body.  This  is 
the  first  step  in  the  achievement 
of  academic  status  for  the  Black 
Studies  Program. 

The  two  remaining  steps  in  the 
esublishment  of  a  Department 
of  Afro-American  Studies  are 
the  affirmative  vote  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  College  of  Liberal 
Arts  and  the  Faculty  Senate.  We 
very  much  hope  the  question 
will  be  presented  to  both  these 
bodies  within  the  month  of 
April.  The  continued  support  of 
Northeastern 's  student  body  will 
greatly  increase  the  chances  of 
this  happening. 


Back  to  Africa^  or  not? 


The  following  is  a  reprint 
from  ths  Boston  Globe  (3-26). 
Robert  A.  Jordan  is  a  Globe  City 
Hall  reporter. 

by  Robert  A.  Jordan 

Malcolm  X  said  it,  Stokely 
CarmichacI  and  others  are  saying 
it,  and  many  of  the  nation's  25 
million  blacks  are  beginning  to 
gel  the  message. 

The  message  is  simply  that 
black  people  in  America  will 
never  be  respected  until  their 
A  f r  i  ca  n  b  rothers  have  the 
respect  of  the  America  and  the 
rest  of  the  world;  and  Africans 
will  have  this  respect  when  they 
arc  in  control  of  Africa  and  thus 
be  in  control  of  their  own 
destiny. 

Malcolm  X  often  pointed  out 
that  Chinese  in  America  were 
derogaiorily  referred  to  as 
"chinks"  until  China  became  the 
power  it  is  today.  That  power  is 
aptly  reflected  in  America's 
growing  respect  for  the  Chinese 
Community. 

Although  there  is  not  exactly  a 
mass  movement  in  th's  direction, 
more  blacks  in  America  today 
are  relating  to  their  African 
brothers,  and  to  Africa  itself, 
than  at  any  other  time  since 
slavery. 

In  fact,  many  blacks, 
particularly  militants,  are  now 
calling  themselves  Africans  and 
are  urging  all  other  blacks  to  do 
the  same,  not  because  it  is 
fashionable,  but  because  they 
feel  it  is  a  viul  step  toward 
regaining  their  full  identity. 
Moreover,  both  Muslims  and 
non-Muslims  have  relinquished 
their  slave  master-given  names 
for  African-oriented  names. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  sec  if 
African,  or  Afro-American,  is 
the  next  transition  after 
"colored,"  "Negro,"  and 
"black"  for  America's  black 
populace.  Carmichael  has  been 
stressing  that  it  will  be  easier  for 
"blacks"  to  become  "Africans" 


than  it  has  been  for  "Negroes" 
to  become  "blacks." 

Some  militants  are  against 
blacks  calling  themselves 
Afro-Americans,  arguing  that  the 
term  represents  a  black  person 
with  "one  foot  in  Africa  and  the 
other  in  America." 

Yet  many  blacks  in  America 
still  resist  any  attempt  to  bring 
them  closer  to  Africa,  physically 
or  mentally.  They  feel 
comfortable  with  both  feet  in 
America.  As  one  black  comedian 
joked,  "How  would  I  look  in  an 
African  jungle  wearing  my 
rrwhair  suit  and  alligator  shoes?" 

Similarly,  many  blacks  are 
against  any  "back  to  Africa" 

movement. 

They  consider  America  "our 
battleground,"  and  that  blacks 
should  stay  to  win  the  freedom 
which  rightfully  belongs  to 
them. 

Others  believe  they  have 
worked  hard  and  sacrificed 
much  to  become  "successful"  in 
America,  and  will  not  give  up 
their  live  as  "black  Americans" 


to  assume  an  African  Identity. 

As  a  result  there  is  expected  to 
be  more  resislence  against 
"blacks"  becoming  "Africans" 
on  American  soil.  However,  it 
can  be  argued  that  there  was 
strong  resistance,  by  both  blacks 
and  whites,  against  the  change 
from  "Negro"  to  "black"  but 
that  movement  has  succeeded, 
and  most  blacks  realize  the 
change  was  for  the  bctler.  It 
helped  to  increase  pride  and 
confidence. 

Of  course,  a  successful 
transition  from  "black"  to 
"African"  in  almost  every  aspect 
may  take  a  generation  or  more  - 
and  an  Africa  governed  by  and 
for  the  real  Africans  will 
undoubtedly  take  longer.  But  it 
is  logical  to  consider  that  if  bolh 
trends  arc  successful,  blacks 
throughout  the  world  will  be  a 
stronger  people.  A  strong  Africa 
will  give  black  people  the 
strength  and  respect  that 
America  may  never  give. 

Perhaps  the  message  is  worth 
listening  to. 


The  staff  of  The  Onyx  wishes  the  Brothers  and 
Sisters  returning  from  Co-op  and  the  week  long 
vacation  a  belated  welcome  back  and  much 
academic  success  this  quarter. 

-Ed. 


THE  IMANI  CHOIRmeets  every 
Tuesday  at  6:30  p.m.  in  Room 
35  Dockser  Hall  (Woman's  gym" 
All  male  and  female  voices  are 
nvited  to  attend. 


WATCH  FOR  THE 

CAREER  EXPO  "73 
Coming  May  18th  &  19th 
at  the  Afro  institute 
Institute 


DECCO  BARBER  &  BEAUTY  CO. 

390  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  Roxbury,  Ma.  445-2312 

"Kuhrer's  Waterproof 
Bergamot  and 
Sheen  Oil  Prevenb  Hair  Breakage" 
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BLACK  EXPRESSIONS 


ASHANTI  SEEDS  IN  A 
LAND  OF  WEEDS 
By  Warren  Everett 

About  a  month  ago  from  now, 
1  fell  behind  a  farmer's  plow 
And  as  I  stretdied  my  roots  through  land, 
I  thanked  and  blessed  the  farmer's  hand. 
As  days  got  warm,  my  senses  keen, 
My  skin  became  a  gorgeous  green. 
My  body  slim  -  with  a  strong  back, 
The  soil  was  rich,  and  moist,  and  black. 

Then  earth  became  so  dry  and  weak. 
And  hapoincss  had  sprung  a  leak. 
As  once  bright  sun  was  only  shadow, 
My  sturdy  stem  began  to  rattle. 

I  feed  on  dirt  because  I  must, 

But  now  it  chokes  alike  poppy  dust. 

As  lime  goes  on  my  end  seems  near, 

'Cause  I'm  surrounded  front  and  rear. 

By  ten  pale  plants  that  only  say. 

Give  up  whats  yours  -  you've  had  your  day. 

I  now  grow  thorns  because  I  need, 

To  pierce  the  weeds  that  make  me  bleed. 

My  roots  have  grown  above  the  ground7 

To  strangle  anything  around. 

It's  not  my  nature  to  be  jive  - 

I  do  this  only  to  survive. 

What  kind  of  plant  grows  strong  and  thrives, 

To  watch  mc  dwindle,  fade,  and  die? 

f  have  no  land  to  claim  as  mine, 

I  only  gel  what's  left  behind. 

Ten  times  I've  told  them  of  my  fate  -- 

My  seeds  can't  even  germinate. 

Again  the  answer  they'll  select. 
Will  be  that  of  benign  neglect. 
There's  no  one  who  will  fight  for  me, 
So  I  must  face  reality. 
'Cause  to  myself  there's  no  sense  lying, 
I'll  learn  lo  win  or  I'll  die  trying. 


APPRECIATION 
(for  the  pigeon  that  messed  on  Clara's  new  coat) 

by  Ted  Thonnas 

Thanks. 

She  was  a  drag  anyway; 
Running  around  town  with  her 
Fake  diamonds  on,  spending 
All  of  my  for-real  money. 

Eating 

At  artificial  restaurants. 

Claiming  she  never 

Eats  chicken  with  her  hands. 

Ordering  wines  that 

The  bartender  never 

Heard  of;  when  Yago  would 

Have  gotten  her  there  quicker. 

Then 

She  was  standing 

Under  the  bridge  that 

Morning  saying  to  me:  "well. 

How  do  you  like  my  new  fur  coat?" 

And  you  flapped 

Your  wings  and;  "plop." 

Thanks. 


"John  did  you  finish  the  dishes  yet?  Photo  ■  John  Davis 


A  SUMMER  DAY  IN  MISSISSIPPI 
by  Bob  Buckley 
mother  call 

breakfast  is  on  the  table 
13  heads  slotted 
and  disturbed. 

the  cows  buttermilk 
the  kids  pet  pork 
Sweeney  is  bacon  in  the  plate 
no  grace;  just  preparmg  for 
another  work  cay 

the  truck  is  out  there 
in  haste  we  stuff  our  food  away 
a  voice-  "Mary  arc  yourkids  ready" 
my  mother: '  the  man  is  out  there  get 
your  asses  up" 

a  work  day  it  is,  a  field  of  small 
plants  and  a  haze  of  big  people 
we  chopped  those  little  greenies  away 
the  rnan  said,  "leave  at  least  three 
lo  a  bunch  in  case  two  dies  one 
might  survive. 

the  old  black  cotton  choppers  left 
more  than  three 

the  young  niggers  left  less  than  two 

I  know  I  only  left  one 

and  if  my  mothers  row  wasn't 

so  close  to  mine. 

I  would  have  chopped  that  one  down 
I  would  have  chopped  thai  one  down. 
G/12/72 


THOUGHT  FOR  TODAY 

"Let  not  the  \2  million 
negroes  be  ashamed  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  the  grandchildren 
of  slaves.  There  is  no  dishonour 
in  being  slaves.  There  is 
dishonour  in  being  slave-owners. 
But  let  us  not  think  of  honour 
or  dishonour  in  connection  with 
the  past.  Let  us  realize  that  the 
future  is  with  those  who  would 
be  truthful,  pure  and  loving. 
For,  as  the  old  wise  men  have 
said,  truth  ever  is,  untruth  never 
was." 

•-Mahatma  Gandhi,  1929 


FEEDING  THE  LIONS 
by  Norman  Jordan 

They  come  into 
our  neighborhood 
with  the  sun 
an  army  of 
social  workers 
carrying  briefcases 
filled  with  lies 
and  stupid  grins 
passing  out  relief 
checks 

and  food  stamps 

hustling  from  one 

apartment  to  another 

so  they  can  fill 

their  quota 

and  get  back  out 

before  dark. 

Reprinted  from 
Panga  Nyuesi 


ALL  I  ASK 

by  R.  Scott  Gordon 

June  20,  1971 

(est.  lime  4:30  a.m. ) 

All  I  Ask.... 

Is  that  Black  people  realize 
Who  they  are  and  who  they  were 
Where  they  were  at,  and 
Where  they  should  be  now. 

All  I  Ask..., 

Is  that  every  Black  man 

Put  down  his  shovel  and 

Take  his  place  upon  the  throne 

And  his  woman  take  off  her  wig 

Unstraighten  her  hair  and 

Place  the  crown  upon  her  naturally 

B&autiful  hair. 

All  I  Ask...., 

Is  that  Black  Women  love  Black  Men 
Only  then  will  I  be  able  to 
Put  down  this  bottle  of  wine 
And  give  away  this  ounce  of  smoke, 
And  possibly  sleep...,  maybe  even 
Not  alone. 

AH  I  Ask..., 

Is  that  tears  roled  down  my  cheeks 

When  I  see  that  Nina  Simone  is  not  alor 

And  Nikki  Giovanni  can  smile  while 

putting  down  her  pencil  and  pad 

While  Black  men  stand  ready 

To  greet  the  coming  of  over  1 0  million 

Malcolms 

All  I  Ask.... 
Is  all  these  things  and 
Anything  that  I  have  missed 
That  will  bring  about 
Peace,  love  and  harmony  among 
The  greatest  people  in  the  world 
Reprinted  from  Ponga  Nyuesi 
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Ms.  Zayas  is  a  junior  at 
Northeasfem  University  majoring  in 
phydcal  therapy. 

La  communidad  de  habia 
hispan^  en  la  zona 
metropolitana  de  Boslon  ha 
crccido  cnormemcnte  en  los 
ultimos  anos.  En  1971,  habian 
approximadamente  42,000 
resrdenles  Latinoamericanos 
proccdentes  de  Puerto  Rico, 
Republica  Domincana,  Cuba, 
Centro  America,  y  Sur  America. 
La  mayoria  llegan  de  Puerto 
Rico  con  un  promedio  de  3000 
al  ano.  Ellos  vienen  con  la 
creencia  que  van  a  liegar  a  la 
"tierra  de  oportunidades."y  con 
espcranzas  de  encontrar  mejores 
condiciones  de  vida.  La  realidad 
es  otra.  Encuentran  muy  pocas 
oportunidades  de  trabajo,  muy 
bajas  condiciones  de  vida,  y  un 
sistema  educacacional  muy 
insuficiente  con  respect  a  las 
nccesidades  especificas  que  los 
ninos  latinos  requieren. 

En  los  ultimos  anos,  diferentes 
agendas  han  surgido  para 
ayudar  a  la  lucha  de  los  latinos. 
Una  de  estas  agendas  es  la 
Alianza  Hispana,  situada  en  d 
645  de  la  calle  Dudley, 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  Esta 
es  una  organizacion  sin  fines 
monetarios  que  trabaja  para  y 
con  la  communidad 
Latinoamericana.  El  Senor  Jorge 
Lovaton,  director  de  la  agenda, 
me  dice  que  los  funcionarios  y 
cmpleados  de  csta  organizacion 
son  individuos  de  habIa 
espanola  y  residcntes  de  este 
area, 

Dc  acuerdo  con  el  Senor 
Lovaton,  La  Afianza  se  formo  en 
1969,  cuando  un  grupo  dc 
residcntes  y  trabajadores 
hispanos  de  Roxbury  el  Norte 
de  Dorchester  sc  reunicron  para 
discutir  las  nccesidades  y 
problemas  de  los  7000  latinos  en 
ese  area.  Ellos  comprendieron 
que  con  la  creciente,  poblacion 
H  i spana,  la  communidad 
necesitaba  urgentamente  una 
organizacion  que  ayudara  a 
resolver  los  problemas 
mencionados  anteriormente  y 
aun  mas  crear  una  organizacion  a 
la  cual  nuestros  hcrmanos  se 
pudieran  referir  y  relacionar.  Era 
evidente  que  la  causa  principal 
de  los  problemas  era  el  no  poder 
hablar  el  idioma  de  este  pais. 
Despues  de  cstudrar  con  sumo 
cuidado  la  situacion,  qucdo 
fundada  La  Alianza  Hispana. 
Como  lo  dice  su  nombre.  csta 
entidad,  csta  entegrada  por 
diferentes  representanics  de  los 
paises  Latino  amcricanosque  sc 
unieron  para  trabajar  con  el  fin 
de  mejorar  las  condiciones  de 
vida  cn  cl  area. 


SPANISH 

ALLIANCE 


En  su  primera  etapa.  La 
Alianza  trabajo  con  fondos 
limltados.  En  aosto  de  1972,  le 
fue  aumentada  la  asignacion  de 
fondos  de  "Model  Cities"  y  por 
csto  se  pudieron  extender  los 
servrcios.  Dicho  organismo 
anteriormente  contaba  con 
cuatro  miembros  en  su  directiva. 
Actualmentc  cuenta  contrientay 
cinco  miembros.  El  programa 
ahora  Incluye  a  todos  los 
residcntes  de  la  Zona 
Metropolitana  y  esta  al  servicio 
tambien  de  cualquier  persona 
que  no  sea  de  habIa  Espanola. 

La  Alianza  estable  con  la 
ayuda  de  otras  agendas,  scrvicios 
espcciales  para  la  communidad. 
Se  preocupa  de  ayudar  a  los 
latinos  con  los  Servicios  Sociales, 
Ademas  de  esto,  se  interesa  en 
planear,  coordinar,  desarrollar,  o 
ejecutar  toda  proposicion  o 
programa  que  bencficie  a  la 
communidad  Hispana.  Para 
lle^r  aestospropositos,  me  dice 
el  Senor  Lovaton,  que  ellos 
ofrecen  unos  cuantos  programas 
de  educacion,  servicios  sociales 
y  salud,  vivienda,  y  progresio 
economico. 

El  Departamento  de 
Educacion  ofrece  cursos  en 
Ingles,  Espanol,  y  Mccanografia. 
Incluyen  cursos  de  preparacion 
para  cl  Examcn  de  Eauivalcncia 
de  Educcion  Secundaria.  El 
Senor  Lovaton  mendono  un 
programa  que  es  dc  particular 
iiilcrcs.  L^tc  piugrama,  cl  di: 
Madres  Ensenando  a  Madres, 
concierne  la  alfabetizacion 
Espanola.  Las  clases  tiencn  que 
ver  con  el  desarrollo  ccnonmico 
salud,  vivienda,  y  emplco.  La 
Alianza  prepara  a  dcrias  Madres 
para  que  ensencn  en  sus  hogares 
oen  los  hogares  de  las 
Madres-cstudiantes.  El 
Coordinador  de  Escuelas 
Publicas  y  Consejero,  trabaja  con 
las  escuelas  y  oficiales  dc  esta 
communidad.  Su  oficio  es 
inierpretar  ta  nccesidades  de  los 
estudiantes  latinos  e  informar  a 
la  comunidad  sobre  las 
avcntajas  dc  la  Sistema  de 
Educacion. 

El  Departamento  de  Viviendas 
ayuda  a  los  latinos  encontrar 
apartamentos  o  casas  que 
satisfagucn  sus  nccesidades.  El 
Senor  Lovaton  me  informo  que 
uno  dc  sus  mayores 
preocupacioncs  es  que  los 
propietarios  dc  las  viviendas  no 
complan  con  las  leyes  que 
cxisten  cn  Boston.  Si  cualquier 
residente  tiene  problemas  con 
califaccion,  aqua,  domic  ilios 
infect  ad  OS,  o  dcsalojo,  La 
Alianza  considera  el  problema  y 
toma  accion  legal  si  es  ncccsario. 


APRIL  1  5  -  Asa  Philip  Randolph,  Black  leader  born  in  188a 
Harvard  University  gave  first  honorary  degree  ever  offered 
to  a  Black  in  the  U.  S.  to  Booker  T.  Washington,  1896. 

--  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  organized  al 
Shaw  University,  April  15-17,  1960. 

APRIL  16  -  Congress  abolished  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  by  paying  $993,407.30  to  the  owners,  1862. 

APRIL  17  --  Francis  Williams,  the  first  Black  college 
graduate  in  the  U.  S.,  published  a  book  of  latin  poems,  1758. 

APRIL  18  -  First  U.  S.  Blacks  arrive  in  Liberia,  West  Africa, 
1820. 

APRIL  19  -  Peter  Salem  helps  the  Minute  Men  defeat  the 
British  on  Concord  Bridge,  1775. 

APRIL  20  -  Black  students  at  Cornell  University  emerge 
from  a  building  they  had  occupied,  1969. 

APRIL  21  -  Black  explorers  with  Mcncndcz  at  the  founding 
of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  1  565, 


MY RT A  ZAYAS 
Ellos    proveen    servicios  de 
emergencia  en  casos  talcs  como 
incendios  y  desalojos. 

El  Departamento  de  Desarrollo 
Economico  ayuda  a  los  presentes 
y  futuros  negocrantes.  El  Senor 
Lovaton  me  explico  que  un 
experto  en  administracion  de 
empresas,  va  a  la  comunidad  e 
investiga  las  nccesidades  tccnicas 
y  financiales  de  los  propietarios. 
De  esta  manera  cl  puede 
ayudarlos  a  oblener  prestamos 
bancarios  para  mejorai  su 
establecimiento.  Ellos  proveen 
servicios  como  contabilida.  En 
estos  momcntos  estan  pensando 
formar  una  Asociacion  de 
Negociantes  Latinoamericanos. 

El  Departamento  de  Servicios 
Sociales  y  Salud  ayuda  a  los 
residcntes  a  poder  ajustarse  a  los 
problemas  que  una  cultura 
extrana  Ics  uoasa.  La  Alianza 
trata  con  desajustes  familiares, 
problemas  socio-economicos,  y 
la  beneficiencia.  Tambien  da 
informacion  sobre  hospiules, 
servicios  Icgalcs,  y  diferentes 
agendas  que  puedan  ayudar  a  la 
comunidad. 

El  Senor  Lovaton  hizo  infasis 
en  que  La  Alianza  ayuda  a  los 
residcntes  conscquir  trabajo. 
Tambien  hacc  estudios  y 
programas  de  investigacion  para 
reunir  informacion  sobre  todos 
los  deparlamentos  y  nombrados. 
Este  servicio  extensivo  va  a  sufrir 
un  corte  en  sus  fondos.  El  Senor 
Lovaton  dice,  "La  Alianza  esta 
en  el  proceso  de  escribir 
propocisiones  a  d  iferentes 
corporacionesi  en  busca  de  mas 
fundos."  Como  sus  servicios 
ayudan  a  tantas  pcrsonas  cn  la 
ciudad,  ellos  necesitan  el  dincro 
para  poder  scguir  fundonando 
como  hasta  ahora  lo  ha  hccho. 

*Establecimiento 


THE  f-NCLlSH 

TRANSLA  TION  FOLLOWS 


The  Spanish-speaking  community 
in  the  greater  Boslon  area  has 
increased  tremendously  in  the  last 
few  years.  In  1971,  there  were 
approximately  42,000  residents 
originating  from  Puerto  Rico. 
Dominican  Republic,  Cuba,  Central 
America;  and  South  America:  Vie 
majority  come  from  Puerto  Rico 
with  close,  to  3000  arriving  annually. 
They  come  to  the  "land  of 
opportunity"  in  hopes  of  finding 
better  living  conditions,  but  instead, 
find  very  little  opportunities, 
impoverished  living  conditions,  and 
an  eAicational  svstem  with  very  little 
regard  for  their  specific  needs. 

In  the  last  Jew  years,  aifferent 
agencies  have  developed  to  help  with 
the  struggle  of  the  Latinos  in  the 
Boston  Area.  One  such  agencv  is  the 
Alianza  Hisparta  (Spanislt  Alliance) 
located  on  645  Dudley  Street. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  This  is  a  non-profit 
organtaiion  working  with  and  for 
the  Spanisii-speaking  community.  Mr. 
George  Lovaton.  Director  of  the 
agency,  made  it  very  clear  itial  the 
staff  consisted  of  Spanish-speaking 
individuals  and  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  are  all  residents  of  the  area. 

According  to  Lovaton.  Lo  Alianza 
first  took  form  in  1969.  when  a 
group  of  latino  residents  and 
community  workers  from  Roxbury 
and  North  Dorchester  met  to  discuss 
the  needs  and  problems  of  the  7000 
latinos  in  that  area.  Their  greatest 
problem  at  thai  time  stemmed  from 
the  inability  lo  comprcliend  the 
English  lanffjoge.  Tfiey  realized  with 
the  rising  population,  thecotmnuniiy 
urgently  needed  an  organization  that 
would  help  alleviate  problems  and. 


more  importantly,  to  have  an 
organtaiion  lliat  the  people  would 
be  able  to  relate  to.  After  studying 
the  situation  carefully,  they 
organized  La  Allai  "o  Hispana.  As  the 
name  implies,  this  agency  was  formed ' 
by  representatives  of  various 
Latin-American  countries  who  had 
united  to  work  an  improving  the 
living  conditions  in  the  Roxbury- 
North  Dorchester  area. 

In  its  early  stages.  La  Alianza 
worked  with  limited  funds.  In  August 
1972,  they  were  allocated  an  increase 
In  funds  from  Model  Cities  and  were 
therefore  able  to  expand  their 
services.  They  have  risen  from  a  staff 
of  four  to  a  staff  of  J5.  Their 
program  now  includes  all  resklcnts  of 
the  ffeater  Boslon  area  and  is  open 
to  any  non-spanish  speaking 
individual  who  is  in  need.  | 
La  Aliinza  is  concerned  with 
hdpine  latinos,  with  social  services, 
eiiablisliing.  with  die  aid  of  other 
agetKies,  special  services  for  the 
community,  and  to  plan,  formulate, 
develop  .  coordinate,  execute  or  see 
through  any  proposals  or  programs, 
that  would  benefit  the 
spanish-spcaking  community.  To 
aecompliA  these  goals,  they  offer 
programs  in  Education.  Social  Service 
and  Health,  Housing  and  Economic 
Development. 

The  Department  of  Education 
offers  courses  in  Englisli.  Spanislt, 
and  typing.  They  are  also  invok  ed  in 
preparing  individuals  to  take  the  High 
School  Equii  alency  Exam  in  Spanisli. 
Mr.  Lovaton  noted  one  program  that 
was  of  particular  interest  is  entitled 
"Mothers  T\itoring  Mothers"  and  it  is 
concerned  with  Spanisli  literacy.  The 
classes  involve  instruction  in 
Economic  Development,  health  care, 
housing,  education,  and  employment. 
La  Alianza  prepares  certain  mothers 
to  i'O  out  and  hold  classes  in  their 
homes  or  in  the  homes  of  the 
mother-students.  Tlicy  also  lioi  c 
a  Public  school  l.iasonGuidance 
Counselor  who  works  closely  with 
the  community  schools  and  officials. 
His  job  is  to  interjircl  the  educational 
needs  of  the  community,  investigate 
and  gel  involved  In  education 
research  programs,  and  inform  the 
community  about  the  advantages  of 
the  educational  systems 

The  Housing  Department  helps  the 
Latinos  in  finding  anarlmriii<:  that 


meet  their  specific  needs.  Mr. 
Lovaton  said  that  me  of  their  major 
concerns  was  mak.ug  sure  that  the 
landlords  complied  with  the  existing 
laws  in  the  Boston  area. 

If  any  rcsidail  is  having  /irobtcnis 
with  heat.  wanr.  injesii  -J  dwilings 
or  evictions.  Im  Alianza  will  look  into 
the  matter  and  will  lake  Ivj-al  action 
if  necessary.  Tluy  also  prtn-idv 
enicrgiwy  scniccs  in  case  of 
"freezrouts,"  "bum  outs."  or 
"evictions  " 

Pw  Department  of  Economic 
Development  aids  c.\islhlg  and 
upcoming  Spanisli  businessmen.  Mr. 
Lovaiaii  e.splaiiwd  thai  an  expert  in 
business  administration  goes  into  the 
community  and  invest  igairs  the 
nvhnical  and  financial  needs  of  the 
proprielan  'Pivy  help  them  ~' 
bank  loaiis  and  small  dn  elopnwni 
pr>i»>ails  and  applications.  Ilicy 
prnvidr  such  sciriccs  as  bookkt  ipiiig 
and  accounting,  llieir  main  goal  is  to 
wirk  toward  the  (omiation  of  a 
Si;onis/i  Mrichanis  Associal^n. 

Ilie  Department  of  Social  Senicc 
and  Health  helps  ihv  residents  in 
adjusting  to  problems  encountered  in 
ail  alien  culnire.  They  deal  with 
fa  ni  i  I  y  in  a  I  a  d  j  u  s  t  i:t  e  n  t  s , 
sucio-ecoiioniir  pruhleins.  welfare, 
and  pn>bleins  Mth  utililv  companies. 
Ihey  pmvide  iiifuniialion  rcgardhig 
ho\pitals.  legal  srrncrs.  and  diffa  t  iii 
agencies  that  may  help  with  their 
ipeeijiv  needs. 

Lovaton  riiiphasized  lliai  the 
Alliance  helps  in  jindiiig  job 
iipporiuniiies  for  the  iiiJiiiJnal.  It 
also  eiiiidiiris  suiveys  and  active 
research  p  rog  ra  his  -la  gather 
hi  education,  nononik 
derelupiiient.  housing,  social  seirive 
health,  enii>loynieni.  and  I'-gal 
sem'cci  This  e.\tensive  sen-ice  is 
);oing  to  e.ypeiietice  a  cut  back  in 
lunJs  that  UiTording  lo  Mr.  I.uvatun, 
will  dvliniiely  an  down  on  their 
sen  ices 

"I. a  .Miaiiza  is  in  the  pnnvss  of 
writing  proposals  i"  present  to 
dijfereni  Coiporaiions  with  hopes  of 
reeeiviiifi  aid."  l.ovoion  said.  Since 
ihcir  services  aljai  su  many 
individuals  in  ilic  <  ily.  //.cl'  are 
liripinii  to  ubiain  enough  money  to 
t  oniiiiue  junelioniiig  surcesshiHy  as 
ihev  have  been. 
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Black  Economic  Development  Examined 


The  following  is  part  one  of  a 
two  part  series. 

The  birth  of  President  Nixon's 
New  majority  and  the  death  of 
President  Johnson's  Great 
Society  present  some  startling 
implications  for  America  in  the 
years  ahead.  One  such 
implication  is  that  the  President 
has  interpreted  the  election 
results  as  a  call  for  the 
reinstatement  of  the  status  quo. 
With  the  new  federal  budget  the 
problems  of  black  Americans  are 
now  being  kicked  off  the  center 
stage.  It  seems  that  integration, 
social,  political,  and  economic 
equality  were  illusory  goals  of 
hopeless  idealistic  dreamers. 
Poverty  programs  are  being 
wiped  out  or  cut  to  the  bone. 

Blacks  remain  dispropor- 
tionately poor.  Nearly  a  third 
live  in  poverty  most  of  them 
below  the  Ijare  minimum 
subsistence  line  The  black  poor 
are  .being  left  to  fend  for 
themselves.  Our  unemployment 
rate  runs  persistently  double  the 
rate  for  whites  and  in  the 
ghettos  it  is  frozen  at  depression 
levels  .  18  per<ent  in  Watts,  24 
per-cent  in  the~T-Junters  Point 
slums  of  San  Francisco  and  25 
■er-cent  in  Chicago's  Woodlawn 
district.  The  ghettos  have  grown 
physically  worse  with  neglect 
and  simple  aging.  It  is  truly  a  sad 
and  desperate  situation. 

President  Nixon  has  made  it 
perfectly  clear  that  economic 
bootstraping  is  the  order  of  the 
day.  He  has  delivered  a  challenge 
to  Black  Americans  to  make  it 
on  their  own. 

Economic  development  as  the 
name  implies  is  the  movement  of 
natural  and  human  resources  to 
some  end  result.  Therefore  it  is 
necessary  to  specify  the  goals  of 
development.  The  goals  of  black 
economic  development  should 
be  to  increase  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  life,  and  a  movement 
of  black  people 
self-sufficiency,  self-directed 
growth,  creative  change  and 
increased  productivity.  Black 
economic  development,  however 
defined,  i  must  be  tied  into  the 
main  economic  system  of  the 
nation  otherwise  it  will  be 
meaningless. 

These  goals  fix  economic 
development  to  the 
consumption  requirements 
present  and  future  of  the  typical 
black  American.  They  organize 
development  around  the  living 
standards  of  this  person  and 
recognize  that  his  wishes  must 
be  consulted  in  sacrificing 
present  consumption  to  gain  any 


future  increases.  )ohn  Kenneth 
Galbraith  calls  this  "The  Popular 
Consumption  Criterion."  The 
attention  of  planners  and  of 
planning  is  kept  concentrated  on 
the  needs  of  the  most  numerous 
or  typical  citizens.  The  chance 
that  he  will  have  a  sense  of 
neglect  is  thus  minimized.  There 
is  a  warning  in  this  system 
against  measures  to  enhance 
saving  which  depress  or  unduly 
postpone  this  citizen's  hopes  for 
improved  well-being." 

It  is  assumed  that  progress  is 
within  the  power  of  the 
developing  area  if  it  pursues  an 
intelligent  economic  policy  and 
certain  missing  components  are 
supplied.  The  missing  components 
are  usually  modern  technical 
knowledge,  capital,  specially 
trained  manpower,  and  a  sound 
plan  for  using  capital, 
manpower,  and  technical 
knowledge.  The  ghettos  of  the 
United  States  lack  all  of  these 
things.  One  other  component 
that  is  badly  needed  is  effective 
government. 

Galbraith  has  said:  "It  is  idle  to 
imagine  that  good  development 
plans  can  be  created  or  . carried 
out  without  a  reasonably  good 
government  to  do  it.  And 
neither  technical  assistance  nor 
trained  technicians  do  well,  or 
are  even  much  needed  where  the 
administration  is  indifferent  or 
bad.  In  short,  on  even  the  most 
preliminary  view  of  the  problem, 
effective  government,  education 
and  social  justice  emerge  as 
critically  important.  And  it 
follows  that  until  these 
barriers  are  removed,  little  will 
come  from  capital  investment 
and  technical  assistance.  While 
plans  may  be  big  on  paper  they 
will  be  small  in  result." 

Economic  development  isseen 
as  a  process.  At  each  suge  there 
is  an  appropriate  policy  for 
further  development.  What  is 
appropriate  at  one  stage  may  be 
obsolete  at  another. 

The  early  stages  of 
development  involve  the 
building  of  organs  of  public 
administration  and  the  provision 
of  an  educated  body  of  people 
capable  of  running  the 
administration  or  anything  else. 
Next  is  popular  enlightenment. 
This  enables  the  the  masses  of 
people  to  participate  in 
economic  acitcity.  It  is  seen  as 
the  mainspring  of  popular 
aspiration. 

Turning  to  Galbraith  again,  he 
said;  "tf  development  is  to 
depend  or  popular  participation, 
then  there  must  be  a  system  of 
popular  rewards.  There  can  be 


BY  CALVERT mCKER 
no  effective  advance  if  the 
masses  of  the  people  do  not 
participate;  man  is  not  so 
constituted  that  he  will  bend  his 
best  energies  for  the  enrichment 
of  someone  else.  As  literacy  is 
economically  efficient  so  is 
social  justice."  As  development 
proceeds,  other  requirements 
lake  shape  depending  on  the 
area  in  question .  Capital 
becomes  the  limiting  factor  only 
in  areas  that  are  well  along  the 
path  of  development.  In  the 
earliest  stages  capital  may  be 
wasted.  Only  in  a  fairly 
sophisticated  stage  of 
development  is  it  wise  to  use 
capital  in  any  considerable 
amounts.  The  waste  of  capital  is 
one  of  the  big  problems  of  Black 
economic  development.  There 
are  hundreds  of  instances  of 
misallocation  of  resources.  For 
example,  the  Watts  Labor 
Community  Action  Committee's 
supermarket  disaster.  Here  is 
what  Newsweek  magazine  had  to 
say  about  it:  "A  UAW  teamster 
coalition  and  the  Small  Business 
Administration  out  up  $900,000 
to  get  WLCAC  going  in  four  big 
supermarkets  two  and  a  half 
years  ago.  We  thought  if  they 
were  black  owned  and  operated 
they  would  have  a  major  impact 
on  this  community."  WLCAC 
head  Ted  Watkins  said.  For  a 
while  they  did,  but  then  sales 
vi/ent  into  a  decline  as  shoppers 
found  little  improvement  in 
service  or  prices.  Inefficiency 
and  mediocre  management 
played  their  part  in  the  down- 
turn. Another  source  of  the 
chains'         was  theft  by  the 


employees  as  much  as  57,000 
dollars  in  liquor  &  food  in  one 
store  In  a  three  month  period. 
Str  ige  n  t  economies  and 
personnel  shake-ups  did  little 
and  did  not  reduce  the  chain's 
losses  to  less  than  $40,000  a 
month."  The  WLCAC  disaster  is 
not  an  isolated  case. 

As  I  have  stated  earliei,  there 
is  at  each  stage  of  development 
an  appropriate  policy  for  further 
developnrwnt.  Black  economic 
development  is  presently  in  the 
early  statges  of  development.  In 
the  earlier  stages  the  existence  of 
a  plan  is  imperative.  Since 
planning  is  so  important  at  this 
stage;  it  is  necessary  to  know  the 
requirements  of  a  good  plan. 

"The  first  requirement  is  that 
the  choice  of  the  instruments  for 
execution  of  the  plan  be 
pragmatic. 

The  second  requirement  of  a 
good  plan  is  that  it  be 
accomodated  to  the  level  of 
economic  and  cultural 
achievements  of  the  area  in 
question.  In  the  beginning  stages 
of  development,  plan  creation  is 
not  so  much  a  matter  of 
ecnomic  planning  at  all.  Rather 
the  goal  is  to  build  basic 
administrative  oraans  to  develop 
the  educatior  and  basic  cultural 
structure,  and  to  be  a  viable  and 
progressive  social  system. 

It  follows  that  in  the  early 
stages  of  development  the  task  is 
not  to  set  production  targets  and 
plan  investment  outlays,  rather 
it  is  to  lay  the  administrative 
social  and  educational 
groundwork  for  such 
investment.  Only  in  the  later 


stages  is  detailed  planning  of 
investment  in  order. 

The  third  requirement  of  a 
good  plan  is  a  sense  of  strategy. 
This  applies  particularly,  to  the 
fairly  advanced  countries.  The 
standard  development  plan  is  an 
investment  plan.  It  reflects  tba 
decision  on  how  to  best  employ 
scarce  capital  resources.  Its 
primary  goal  is  the  thing  that 
investment  is  assumed  to 
accomplish,  namely  a  specified 
and  presumably  adequate  rate  of 
economic  qrovrth. 

The  fourth  requirement  of  a 
good  plan  is  that  it  emphasizes 
both  the  visible  and  the  invisible 
dimensions   of    the  industrial 
achievement.  Like  an  iceberg, 
much  of  3  modern  industrial 
society  is  out  of  sight  and  also 
like  an    iceberg,  the  invisible 
part  has  the  greatest  capacity  for 
causing  shipwreck.  To  get  capital 
plant  ■  railway  lines,  coal  mines, 
airplanes,  oil  rigs  into  use  is  the 
visible    achievements  of 
development    planning.  To 
ensure    that    this    plant  is 
efficiently    used  that 
management  is  independent  and 
sound,  and  that  in  consequence 
product  quality  is  good,  cost  of 
production  low,  and  earnings 
adequate  for  replacement  and 
expansion  of  plant  is  much  the 
larger  part  of  the  task.  Nor  is  it 
sufficient  that  the  developing 
country   be   adequate   in  the 
respect.    It    must    be  more 
efficient    than    its  older 
competitors.  It  was  by  low  cost, 
and  efficient  production  that 
Germany,  and  Japan  won  their 
places  againt  earlier  competition. 


DANA  CHANDLER  (Phoio  by  Karen  Maynor 


BLURB 
OF  THE  WEEK 


The  pages  of  history  are 
strevm  with  the  wreckage  of 
nations  which  fell  by  the 
wayside  at  the  height  of  their 
strength  and  wealth  because 
their  people  became  weak,  soft 
and  self-indulgent  and  lost  the 
character  and  spirit  which  has 
led  to  their  greatness.  As  I  speak 
to  you  tonight,  I  am  confident 
that  this  will  not  happen  to 
America.  My  confidence  has 
been  increased  by  the  fact  that  a 
war  which  cost  America  so  much 
in  lives,  money  and  division  at 
home  as  it  ended,  provided 
an  opportunity  for  millions  of 
Americans  to  see  again  the 
character  and  spirit  which  made 
America  the  great  nation  it  is. 

-  Richard  Nixon 


DANA  CHANDLER  SPEAKS  THROUGH  ART 


Dana  Chandler  is  a  rising  Black 
artist  with  powerful  views  about 
art  as  it  relates  to  black  folk.  He 
is  a  brother  with  a  dynamic 
personality  and  an  aggressive 
outlook  on  life. 

Dana  is  currently  employed  at 
Simmons  College. 
He  t  eachci  two  workshops 
which  are  99%  black.  Dana  feels 
that  art  should  be  where  it  can 
be  seen  so  he  has  exhibited 
much  of  his  work  in  colleges 
across  the  country.  His  art  has 
no  geographical  boundaries  and 
has  been  seen  in  California, 
North  Carolina,  Maine,  Rhode 
Island.  New  York  and  other 
places. 

Recently,  he  toured  Cheyney 


State  and  Slippery  Rock 
Colleges  in  Pennsylvania. 

He  has  a  current  exhibit  at 
Boston  Stale  College  on  the 
subject  of  sex  racism  and 
another  at  the  Brockton  Art 
Center  in  Brockton,  described 
by  him  as  a  political  show. 
About  his  art  work,  Dana  says 
that  the  only  difference  between 
his  art  back  when  and  now  is  his 
style.  Now  that  drugs  are  the 
main  cause  of  black  folks' 
downfall,  Dana  attacks  it 
through  his  paintings. 

He  is  presently  working  on  a 
painting  about  nodding  our 
liberation  away  thai  shows  a 
brother  sitting  in  a  nod,  holding 
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a  red,  white  ,  and  blue  syringe. 
The  colors  of  the  syringe 
signify  the  government's' 
involvement  in  drug  irattic. 
Da  na  stresses  that  we  are 
responsible  for  our  junkies.  He 
said  the  flow  of  drugs  is 
controlled  by  the  government 
bul  the  control  of  drugs  into 
ourselves  is  our  own. 

When  asked  why  he  had  so 
many  exhibits  across  the 
country  and  not  in  Bosion  he 
said  that  Boston  art  centers  pull 
folk  from  outside  the  city  when 
they  have  qualified  people  in 
their  ovm  backyard.  Also,  many 
talented  people  don't  "get  a 
play"  because  they  are  called  on 


to  do  their  work  tor  tree.  Black 
folk  should  appreciate  other 
Black  folks'  services;  instead 
they  expect  them  to  offer  their 
services  for  free,  he  commented. 

Dana  praised  Norlheastcrn's 
Afro-Institute.  He  believes  that 
more  Black  centers  tike  Afro 
should  involve  people  from  the 
community  in  educational  skills 
and  uliliziog  it  to  their 
advantage. 

Dana  has  very  strong  views 
about  the  Black  college  student, 
He  says  that  young  Blacks  realize 
not  to  be  educated  but  to  get 
educated  doesn't  require 
professors.  It  requires  Blacks 
seeking  skills  to  progress  our 


liberation.  He  said  Black 
students  think  of  education  as  a 
job,  not  as  a  recreation,  because 
getting  an  education  is  a  very 
heavy  responsibility. 

Dana  will  have  an  exhibit  at 
the  Ll.  Governor's  office  at  the 
end  of  this  month  and  anolher- 
exhibit  at  Horticultural  Hall 
from  April  19-21.  He  will  have 
an  exhibit  in  October  at  the 
National  Center  for 
A  fro- American  Artists  in 
Boston. 

Dana  Chandler  is  a  borther 
whose  artistic  talent  and  ideas 
should  be  checked  out. 

See  Black  life  portrayed  in  his 
works. 


Feaster  Reports  On  Law  Correction 


For  four  days  last  month  over 
300  Black  law  students  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  converged 
on  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  to 
attend  the  annual  National  Black 
American  Law  Students 
convention. 

A  report  from  Joe  Feaster,  Jr., 
a  student  at  Northeastern 's  Law 
School,  '75,  reveals  that 

the  con  vent  ion  provided 
workshops  on  such  topics  as 
Cable  TV;  Legal  Effects  on 
Black  Communication;  Post  Law 
School  Dilema  and  What  to  Do; 
Bar  Exams;  Black  Lawyers  and 
the  Political  Structure;  Black 
Veterans  and  their  Legal 
Problems  and  others., 

According  to  Joe,  inspiring 
addresses  were  delivered  by  A,  j. 
Cooper,  Esq.,  Mayor  Pritchard, 
Ala.;  Commissioner  Benjamin 
Hooks  of  the  Federal 
Co  m  mu  n  ications  Commission 
and  Leo  Branton,  Esq.  a  lawyer 
in  the  Angela  Oaviscase. 

This  was  Joe's  first  year  at  the 
convention  and  he  says  that  for 
all  the  brothers  and  sisters,  "It 
provided  a  time  of  coming 
together  to  discuss  problems 
mutually  experienced  by  Black 
Law  Students  on  their  respective 
camniivt  "  In  loe's  estimation 


BY  JOYCE  CLARKE 
he  sees  the  convention  as,  "A 
vehicle  whereby  Black  Law 
students,  Black  lawyeis,  and 
Black  people  in  general  can  be 
about  the  business  of 
collectively  dealing  with  issues 
and  problems  which  affect  all  of 
us  no  matter  what  area  of  this 
nation  that  we  live  in  or  what 
status  wc  have  attained." 

Moving  closer  to  home,  Joe 
talked  about  the  undergraduate 
Criminal  Justice  program 
at  Northeastern,  graduate  law 
school  and  the  Black  students  in 

it. 

In  the  undergraduate  program 
Joe  says  that:  "It  gives  you  some 
feel  for  law  but  not  that  much 
preparation...  you  get  just  a 
piece  of  the  pie." 

He  adds  that  the  curriculum 
does  give  you  a  "closer 
relationship  with  the  law  but  not 
necessarily  the  most 
advantageous  program  to 
prepare  one  for  the  study  of 
law." 

Once  a  student  enters 
Northeastern's  graduate  law 
school,  however,  he  finds  an 
excellent  faculty  at  his  disposal, 
alt  fairly  young  and  with  a 
CO  n temporary  perspective 
tovrtirds  the  law.  And  the  co-op 


program  is  advantageous  becuase 
it  provides  on-the-job  irainf  ng. 
The  job  market  on  a  whole  is 
not  lucrative  but  Joe  recalls  that 
the  Co-op  Department  has  had 
"no  problem  in  the  past  placing 
law  students  in  Legal  Aid, 
private  law  firms  and  large 
corporations." 

Joe  worked  for  a  year  in  New 
York  at  the  Bedford  Stuyvcsant 
Legal  Services  and  found  the 
experience,  "very  fruitful." 

Joe  points  out  that  a  student 
can  have  an  undergraduate 
degree  in  any  discipline  to  go 
into  law  school.  But  he  does 
caution  the  prospective  student 
that  he  develop  good  study 
habits  early  and  be  prepared  for 
a  conscientious  three  years  of 
serious  study.  To  this  end,  he 
believes  that  a  student  that 
finishes  undergraduate  school 
with  a  1 .8  average  should  not 
give  serious  thought  to  a 
demanding  field  like  law. 

As  for  the  present  Black 
undergraduate  student,  he  also 
gives  a  word  of  caution.  He  says 
it's  come  to  his  attention  that, 
"A  number  of  students  are 
under  the  misconception  that 
after  they've  gotten  their  degree 


BSC: 


Progressive  Planning  Marks  2nd  Quarter 


The  Black  Student 
Congress  (BSC)  of  Nor- 
theastern is  entering  Its 
second  school  quarter  as  an 
organization  and  is  currently 
electing  Its  new  represen- 
tatives for  this  quarter. 

The  BSC  experienced  a 
tuffiultuous  first  quarter.  Laying 
the  ground  work  for  any 
organization  is  a  feat  in  itself 
and  the  BSC  was  no  exception 
But  all  the  members  agreed  that 
they  do  envision  a  much 
smoother  running  future.  The 
areas  where  they  failed  to  make 
headway  was  in  clearing  up 
what  they  were 
about,  specifically,  what  purpose 
the  BSC  would  serve  and  why 
there  were  even  needed  in  the 
first  place. 

Speaking  with  the  members  in 
one  of  their  last  meetings  of  last 
quarter,  they  related  that  they 
wished  they  had  had  more  time 
and  more  support  --  from  both 
reps  and  the  student  body  --  to 
make  the  Congress  a  smoother 
functioning  unit.  They 
accomplished  very  little  in  terms 
of  tangible  programs,  etc., 
because  as  Myriclle  Smith  said, 
"The  problem  is  that  the 
Congress'  time  was  devoted  to 
legislation  rather  than  student 
activities.  We  had  to  structure 
ihe  Student  Congress." 

They  did  manage  to  make 
themselves  known  by  having  a 
dance  on  March  4th,  a  ski 
week  :ncl  at  Mt.  Snow,  also  in 
March,  and  they  opened  up  the 
Soulful  Brew  every  Tuesday 
evening,  a  nightclub  type 
situation  featuring  farious  types 
of  musical  groups. 

Out  of  their  bureaucratic 
business  came  the  drawing  up  of 
a  constitution,  including  a 
preamble  which  states  the 
functions  of  the  org^nzationj 
represenution  of  Black  students, 
a  liason  between  the  students 
and  the  Afro-Institute,  to 
promote  unity,  and  to  promote 
an  educational  and  cultural 
atmosphere.  Their  primary 
purpose  is,  according  to  Freddie 
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Faison,    "to    represent  the 
students." 

The  BSC  wants  to  establish  a 
rapport  with  the  students  so  that 
they  can  come  to  the  BSC  with 
any  Rtievance.  This  is  the  reason 
that  'Congress  reps  were  not 
picked  by  populai  vote:  they 
wanted  the  Black  student 
community  represented  on  all 
fronts.  Therefore,  every  Black 
and  Third  World  organization 
and  every  dorm  was  asked 

to  choose  their  own 
representatives.  An  in  turn,  these 
representatives  were  responsible 
to  the  people  that  elected  them 
by  reporting  back  to  them  what 
transpired  in  the  Congress 
meetings. 

T]ie  two  most  obvious  ethnic 
groups  that  were  not  represented 
on  the  Congress  are  the  Africans 
and  th«  Puerto  Ricans;  neither 
group  more  than  a  passing 

interest  in  the  Congress.  The 
commuting  students  are 
represented  by  the  organizations 
with  which  they  were  already 
affiliated. 

ri>ie  people  who  have  left 
office  this  month  are  not  leaving 
their  successors  with  an  empty 
agenda.  Already  they've 
proposed  plans  for  a  continuing 
film  series,  intramural  games,  a 
Black  Weekend  on  campus,  a 
picnic  to  Ashland  and  several 
other  events  still  in  the  planning 


stages. 

Operational  funds  for  these 
affairs  are  coming  from  the 
Afro- American  Institute's 
academic  budget.  The  amount  is 
extremely  minuscule  compared 
to  the  student  activities  money 
handled  by  the  Student  Council. 
They  have  $148,000  to  work 
with  compared  to  the  $2,000 
allotted  the  BSC  via  the 
Institute.  One  thousand  dollars 
has  already  been  given  to  the 
Onyx  for  production  costs  only. 
Congress  does  have  complete 
control  over  these  funds  since 
they  were  earmarked  for  social 
functions  exclusively  and  any 
organization  need  only  submit  a 
proposal  "  well  in'^Jvance  ~  to 
the  Congress  to  make  use  of  the 
money,  with  their  confirmation, 
of  course. 

In  the  February  5th  issue,  the 
Onyx  ran  photographs  of  the 
BSC  representatives  and  these 
are  the  members  who  have 
recently  left  executive  office: 
George  Rowland,  Chairman; 
Myriellc  Smith,  Vice  Chairman; 
Eric  Van  Eversley,  Recording 
Secretary;  Sharon  Harris, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Harry 
Webb,  Treasurer;  Greta  Wilson, 
Assistant  Treasurer;  Freddie 
Faison,  Parlamenlarian  and  John 
lones,  Sargeani  at  Armi. 

those  newly  g^lgcted  officers 
will  appear  ir  the  next  issue. 


JOE  FEASTER  (Photo  by 

that  the  world  is  open  to  them; 
they  have  a  rude  awakening.  The 
1968-71  'Black  Rage'  is  over, 
especially  for  getting  jobs. 
Academic  excellence  is  a 
necessity." 

Again,  referring  to  grades 
which  are  a  reflection  of  one's 
study  habits,  he  commented 
upon  the  seemingly  nonchalcni 
attitude  of  some  Black  students 
today  and  said,  "As  long  as 
Black  students  maintain 
minimum  grade  points  it  not 
only  excludes  them  from 
competition  in  the  job  market, 
but  makes  them  non-cffcclivc  in 
aiding  their  communities." 

He  further  contends  that, 
"You  won't  learn  everything  in 
school  but  that  piece  of  paper  is 
necessary.  Things  arc  hard  for 
students  -  being  Black  and 
because  of  economics.  So  the 
student  musi  maintain  a 
seriousness  and  deal  with  the 
work  " 

Another  early  myth,  according 


Harold  Huntcj 

to  Joe,  was  thai  criminal  law  was 
the  "place  for  Black  lawyers." 

But  the  changing  times  have 
shown  ihat  ihis  is  no  longer  the 
case.  As  Blacks  gain  a  foothold 
into  the  worlds  of 
enlcrlainmenl,  sports,  big 
business,  politics,  or  whatever, 
lawyers  arc  needed  in  one  way 
or  another  and  it  would  be  only 
natural  for  a  Black  lawyer  to  fill 
that  position. 

toe  said  the 
yearly  National  Black  American 
Law  Student  Conventions  and 
the  local  campus  associations 
deal  with  ihc  above  issue  and 
more  thai  befall  the  Black  law 
student.  This  is  the  reason  why 
all  minority  law  students  are 
urged  to  become  members  of  ihc 
Black  Association  of  Law 
Students  on  their  campus.  The 
idea  is,  as  was  the  ihcmc  of  ihis 
year's  convention,  to  discuss  and 
attempt  to  solve  problems  that 
arc  mutual  to  all  Black  students 
in    Law  School 


TOP  TEN  RECORD  LIST 

1 .  NEITHER  ONE  OF  US  Gladys  Kinghl  and  the  Pips 

2.  KILLING  ME  SOFTLY  Roberta  Flack 

3.  MASTERPIECE  The  Temptations 

4.  CISCO  KID  War 

5.  KISSING  MY  LOVE  Bill  Withers 

6.  CALL  ME  (COME  BACK  HOME)  Al  Green 

7.  BREAK  UP  TO  MAKE  UP  Stylistics 

8.  COULD  IT  BE  I'M  FALLING  IN  LOVE  Spinners 

9.  LETTER  TO  MYSELF  Chi-lilcs 

10.  LOVE  TRAIN  O'Jays 

Courtesy  of  Mass.  Record  Distributing  Co.,  633  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston 


JOB  OPENING 

Afro  Co-op  slot:  Research  Assistant  and  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Black  Studies  Department.  Must  have  good  organizing, 
researching,  writing  and  clerical  skills.  Please  see  Professor 
Edelin  on  the  3rd  floor  of  the  Afro-I  nstilutc. 


RUSTY'S  AUTO  SCHOOL,  INC. 

209A  Roxbury  St.,  RoKbury,  Ma. 
6S9  Washington  St,  Codman  Square 
Branch  office: 
Roxbury  YMCA 
Martin  Luiher  King  Bfvil. 
427-1350  (24  Hour  Answering  Setvke} 
427-1351  -  28B-6672  -  288-6673 

"We  Cater  to  tha  Hard  to  Teach" 

COMPLETE  DRIVER  EDUCATION  COURSE 


A  NUBIAN  NOTION 


5  Central  Square 
Cambridge.  Mass.  021 S9 
354-S393 

J46DudlcvSL 
Roxbury.  Mass.  03119 

427-9840 

5S-a  Humbuldr  Ave. 
Roxbury.  Mass.  02119 
427-9370 


BEAU  NUBIAN  BRUMMEL  TONSORIAL  EMPOR/UA 

Your  Satisfaction  Is  Our  Greatest  Advertisement 
6  7  Humboldt  A  venue 

at  Munroe  St. 
Roxbury.  Mass.  02119 

427-5911 
FREE  PARKING 
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BOSTON..  AN  OUTSIDE  PERSPECTIVE 


By  Warren  Ewrett 

Most  encyclopedias  describe 
Boston  as  a  major  center  of 
commerce,  and  the  platform  for 
Massachusetts  politics. 

To  many  prospective  college 
students  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  Hub  carries  an 
image  of  having  the  strictest 
scholastic  standards,  a 
conservative  culture,  w^ealth,  and 
liberal  racial  views.  A  close 
examination  of  the  city  easily 
shatters  this  narrow  imaage. 

After  analyzing  this  area's 
schools  of  higher  education  and 
CO  mparing  them  with  their 
reputations,  any  one-sided 
generalization  would  seem 
inappropriate.  While  the  Boston 
area  holds  some  of  the  finest 
schools  in  the  nation,  it  also  has 
the  more  mediocre  schools. 

What  is  especially  surprising 
about  some  of  these  colleges  is 
their  inability  to  obtain  enough 
land  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  their 
students.  As  a  growing  influx  of 
students  are  admitted  each  year, 
the  less  prestigious  schools  often 
cannot  supply  adequate  living 
quarters. 

This  results  in  an  increasing 
number  of  students  being  forced 
to  live  off  campus.  To  a  student 
who  is  not  familiar  with  local 
real-estate  laws,  this  can  be  a 
handicap.  To  a  student  who  is  in 
financial  need,  this  can  mean 
disaster. 

With  a  relatively  large  number 
of  colleges  and  universitites 
comes    a    rare    diversity  of 


backgrounds  and  a  thriving  youth 
culture.  This  contributes  much 
to  an  already  aroused  political 
climate  of  multi-ethnic  interests 
and  conflicts. 

Boston's  physical  appearance 
seems  to  change  gradually  from 
one  section  to  the  next  --  with 
one  distinct  exception. 

I  f  for  sonre  reason,  this 
exception  is  not  already  familiar, 
take  a  drive  from  Government 
Center  to  Beacon  Hill  and 
through  the  Common.  Make  a 
right  turn  on  Boylston  St.  and 
take  a  good  took  at  Copley 
Square  &  the  Prudential  Center. 
Wind  around  and  turn  onto 
Col  umbus  Avenue,  moving 
continuously  outbound. 

You  will  recognize  the  area  of 
contrast  by  the  open  fields  of 
uncut  weeds,  broken  glass,  tin 
cans  and  garbage.  To  the  left 
you  might  notice  behind  a 
facade  of  detioriorating  urban 
renewal  projects,  several 
condemned,  partially 
de  mo  lished.  or  abandoned 
buildings. 

This  area,  known  to  many  as 
the  South  End  is  only  the 
beginning  of  what  is  to  come  if 
you  plan  to  continue  through 
Roxbury  and  parts  of 
Dorchester. 

The  prospect  of  touring  this 
seciton  of  the  city  would  be 
damaging  to  any  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  A  ppar  ently, 
Roxbury  is  generally  ignored, 
condemned,  and  neglected  by 


KING 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2 


But  King  wasn't  satisfied  with 
just  performing  his  pastoral 
duties;  for  he  was  obsessed  with 
the  thoughts  of  racial  injustice 
reared  everywhere  m  the  south. 
So  King  assigned  himself  to  the 
enormous  task  of  organizing  and 

leading  a  non-violent  movement 
to  desegrate  the  south. 

Why  did  a  young  baptist 
minister,  married  to  a  beautiful 
women,  and  with  all  the 
prospects  of  a  bright  future,  and 
a  long  life  put  himself  in  such  a 
position  as  to  threaten  all  of 

It  was  a  well 
known  fact  that  prior  to  King 
there  had  been  other  movements 
to  combat  racial  injustices  in  the 
south;  they  had  failed  and  many 
of  the  leaders  of  these 
movements  had  been  murdered. 

King,  no  doubt  knew  this,  for 
once  he  said,  "  "Every  man 
should  have  something  he'd  die 
for.  A  man  who  won't  die  for 
something  is  not  fit  to  live." 
And  another  time  he  said:  "The 
quality,  not  the  longevity  of 
one's  liiE  is  what  is  important. 

you  are  cut  down  in  a 
movement  that  is  meant  to  save 
the  soul  of  a  nation,  then 
nothing  could  be  more 
redemptive." 

Maybe  it  was  the  influence  of 
Ghandhi's  writings  on  him,  or 
maybe  it  was  some  deep 
underlying  principle  that 
prompted  King  to  begin  the 
struggle,  and  to  answer  to  this 
complex  question.  We  know  the 
one  person  who  could  answer 
this  question  will  never  speak 
again. 

He  began  to  confront  the  old 
problem  again,  and  from  1956 
to  1968  he  fought  against  racial 
injustice,  using  the  south  as  his 


battleground  and  non-violence  as 
his  weapon.  King  failed  in  his 
a  t  tempt  to  desegregate  the 
south,  the  whites  in  power 
proved  to  be  as  determined  to 
keep  things  the  way  they  were, 
as  King  was  to  change  them. 

As  the  years  passed,  and  the 
south,  with  its  racist  attitude 
remained  the  same,  and  as  a 
growing  number  of  outspoken 
Blacks  gained  in  popularity, 
King  and  his  followers  sensed  a 
failure  in  the  non-violence 
philosophy,  and  indeed  its  death 
if  something  wasn't  done  to 
revive  the  Black  people's  faith  in 
non-violence. 


King  in  an  effort  to  keep  the 
philosophy  alive,  planne,d  one 
more  massive  non-violent 
campaign.  It  was  to  be  a  second 
march  on  Washington  by  all  of 
America's  poor  people.  This  was 
to  be  the  big  test  of  non-violence 
"It  was  going  to  prove  once  and 
for  all,  whether  non-violence 
could  attack  the  economic  roots 
of  racism  and  provide  an 
alternative  to  rebellion  and 
ruin." 

King  never  lived  to  see  the 
second  march  on  Washmgton 
materialize,  in  April  1968.  a 
bullet  fired  from  the  gun  of 
James  Earl  Ray,  cut  him  down; 
and  the  life  of  America's 
foremost  advocate  of 
non-violence  was  violently  ended. 
One  bystander  described  the 
stricken  King  in  this  manner, 
"King  lay  on  the  concrete 
walkway,  his  legs  propped  up  on 
the  railing,  his  eyes  wide  open. 
He  did  not  speak;  and 
apparently  he  did  not  suffer. 
The  single  bullet  severed  his 
spinal  cord.  He  died  at  7:02  in 
Saint  Joseph's  Hospital  without 
regaining  consciousness." 


BY  WARREN  EVERETT 
many  people  because  it  stains 
Boston's  image. 

Despite  the  unwillingness  or 
inability  of  key  government 
officials  and  profitting  business 
speculators  to  attack  these 
problems  in  full  force,  the 
reality  of  these  problems 
remains.  To  those  who  must  live 
in  these  areas,  this  reality  is 
inescapable.  An  overabundance 
of  liquor  stores  and  bars  is  a 
characteristic  that  the  South 
End  and  Roxbury  communities 
share  with  the  Combat  Zone.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  comparable 
number  of  drug  stores  and 
health  centers  is  either  very  well 
hidden  or  lacking. 

Areas  of  dense  population  are 
often  jammed  with  heavy 
automobile  traffic,  thereby 
aeating  a  hazardous  situation 
for  small  children  who  need 
access  to  schools  and 
recreational  facilities  Most  of 
these  houses  are  run-down, 
or  replaced  mainly  by  structures 
built  with  materials  of  only 
te mporary  durability. 

The  most  noticeable 
characteristic  of  these  areas  is 
that  they  are  inhabited  chiefly 
by  Black  and  Spanish  speaking 
people. 

Another  aspect  of  Boston  that 
may  seem  strange  to  someone 
unfamiliar  with  the  city  is  the 
fact  it  is  divided  into  several 
communities  by  public  and 
private  bureaucracy.  Gas  and 
e  lectric    companies  operate 


Why  was  Martin  Luther  King 
killed?  Ernest  Hemingway  once 
wrote  "If  the  people  bring  so 
much  courage  to  the  world  the 
world  has  to  kill  them  to  break 
them,  so  of  course  it  kills  them. 
The  world  breaks  everyone  and 
afterward  many  are  strong  at  the 
broken  places.  But  those  that 
will  not  break  it  kills.  It  kills  the 
very  good  and  the  very  gentile 
and  the  very  brave  impartially." 
Hemingway  may  have  answered 
the  question  for  us;  or  he  may 
not  have,  it  does  not  matter 
now. 

Not  only  was  King  dead,  but 
as  far  as  Black  people  as  a  whole 
were  concerned  the  philosophy 
ol  non-violencewas  dead  also. 

His  murder,  for  too  many 
Ulacks,  could  only  be  read  as  a 
judgement  upon  the  non-violent 
philosophy  and  a  license  for 
retaliatory  violence. 

Massive  rioting  by  angry 
Blacks  broke  out  in  major  cities 
in  the  United  States.  If 
non-violence  was  dying  prior  to 
King's  death  his  death  was  also  a 
seal  on  the  death  of 
non-violence. 

In  Minneapolis  a  Black  man 
vowed  to  kill  the  first  honky  he 
saw  and  promptly  shot  his  white 
neighbor  to  death.  "My  King  is 
dead."  he  sobbed, ,  after 
pumping  half  a  dozen  bullets 
into  his  victim.  In  Chicago,  the 
scene  of  the  worst  rioting.  Black 
youth  were  willing  to  let  their 
thoughts  and  actions  and 
feelings  about  non-violence  and 
violence  be  known. 

'This  .(violence)  is  the  only 
answer, "said  a  studious-looking 
Black  youth  as  he  peered  at  the 
flames  of  a  burning  building 
through  gold-framed  spectacles. 

"It  feels  good,"  said  another 
Black  youth  munching  on  a 
vanilla  ice  cream  cone.  "I  never 


separately.  Telephone  operators 
demand  specification  as  to  what 
"city"  a  call  is  to  be  placed 
when  asked  for  direct  assistance. 
Postal  services  and 
transportation  facilities  are 
divided  along  these  same  lines. 

These  divisions  aren't  of  direct 
significance    concerning  the 
efficiency   of   public  utilities. 
They  do,  however,  suggest  a  * 
situation  of  potential  chaos. 

From  a.  college  student's 
perspective,  the  Hub's  police 
have  earned  a  reputation  for 
verbal  harassment  and  violent 
treatment  upon  arrest.  Some . 
[oca  I  policemen  have  been 
known  to  search  people  at  will 
vrithout  an  explanation.  At 
Dudley  Station,  a  police 
department  is  surrounded  by  a 
high  fence,  resembling  a  fortress. 
Based  on  these  observations, 
police  in  Boston  often 
discourage  public  cooperation 
and  at  the  same  time  express  a 
need  for  it. 

New  England's  image  of 
open-minded  racial  views  rapidly 
diminishes  when  studied 
realistically  and  sincerely.  The 
old  abolitionist  tactic  of 
following  the  North  Star  has 
apparently  become  obsolete  in 
the  United  States 

While  racism  and  bigotry  are 
today  identical  in  the  North  and 
South,  Northern  methods  of 
discrimination  reflect  more 
careful  planning.  This  higher  and 
more  sophisticated  level  of 
prejudicial    thinking    is  more 


subtle,  but  equally  harmful  and 
unjust. 

The  major  problems  in 
Boston's  community  appear  to 
stem  from  failure  to  make 
decisions  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  entire  city. 

One  man  died  this  year 
because  MBTA  officials 
concentrated  on  future  changes 
and  failed  to  maintain  the 
present  rapid  transit  cars. 
Roxbury's  already  substandard 
environment  could  easily  have 
become  epidemic  ridden  if  a 
decision  to  cut  down  on  garbage 
collection  hadn't  been  openly 
exposed.  Proposed  limits  on 
public  funding  of  City  Hospital 
show  a  similar  disregard  for  the 
people  who  depend  on  its 
medical  facilities. 

Instead  of  attempting  to  solve 
the  present  problems  of  the 
most  troubled  areas  of  the  city, 
Boston's  leaders  appear  to  be 
nrwving  toward  future  grovrth. 
Rather  than  using  high  crime 
statistics  and  devaluing  land  to 
justify  abandonment  of 
troubled  areas,  the  city  needs  to 
correct  the  extreme  economic 
and  environmental  conditions 
which  contribute  to  crime  and 
deterioration  of  communities. 

Beha  viora  I  scientists  and 
sociologists  at  Northeastern 
University  indicate  that  man  is 
in  many  ways  a  product  of  his 
en  viroment.  Wheter  Boston 
learns  this  lesson  through  moral 
persuasion,  pragmatism,  or  from 
a  long  hot  summer  remains  to  be 
seen. 


WATTSTAX 

BY  BARBARA  ELLIS 
There  is  more  to  Wattstax  than  sisters  of  Watts  today,  WATTSTAX 
the  music  of  R&B  artists  that  becomes  a  film  involving  the 
performed  in  a  6  hour  concert  at  total  Black  experience, 
the  Los  Angeles  Coliseum  last  The  film  has  so  much  it 
summer.  It  stars  the  brothers  succeeds  in  having  something  for 
and  sisters  of  Watts  rappin'  everyone.  It  is  fun  and  funny, 
about  the  community  in  which  There's  Richard  Pryor,  whose 
they  are  living  and  how  they  sec  comic  style  of  funky  honest 
themselves  as  black  men  and  humor  about  himself  and  Black 
women,  with  a  lot  of  the  things  folks  highlights  the  entire  film, 
they  have  to  say  being  as  iThe  film  could  survive  as  a 
cptcrtaining  as  the  performers.  larTtlmark  in  what  Black 
WATTSTAX  js  seven  years  after  filmmaking  should  be  about. 
trtJTWalts  riot  that  snatched  the  That  is  why  everyone  should  get 
government  away  from  all  that  out  to  sec  it.  The  content 
bureaucratic  busywork  and  reflects  our  identity  and  relates 
made  'em  get  down  to  the  real  to  Black  people...  and  it  is 
business  at  hand.  The  film,  in  a  technically  well  done.  There  is 
series  of  visuals  and  film  good  sound  auatitv  and  the 
clippings,  builds  on  the  struggle  editing  is  exceptional.  To  the 
of  Black  people  before  and  after  beautiful  brotncrs  and  sisters 
Watts  '65.  Adding  the  reflections  who  made  Wattstax  possible, 
and  thoughts  of  the  brothers  and   thank  you. 


fell  so  good  before,  when  they 
bury  King,  we  gonna  bury 
Chicago." 

If  these  statements  sound 
overly  extremist  in  their 
content,  one  must  bear  in  mind 
that  they  were  uttered  by  people 
whahad  their  last  faith  in 
non-violence,  violently  sobjhed 
from  them  when  King  was 
killed.  It  is  the  attitude  of  Blacks 
that  white  America  killed  King 
and    with    him    all    hope  of 

non-violent  change. 

America  has  a  long  history  of 
violent  acts  committed  against 
other  peoples  of  the  world.  The 
vast  empire  that  America  is  now, 
was  built  on  the  txsnes  of 
countless  Indians  and  Africans. 
Maytje  it  was  asking  too  much  of 
America,  to  let  Martin  Luther 
King  live.  For  a  nation  born  and 
conceived  in  violence  and 
nurt  ured  to  mut  urity  by 
committing  outrages  against 
other    peoples    in    tfie  world. 


cannot  be  expected  to  respect  a 
no      lent  philosophy. 

And  so  Martin  Luther  King 
and  non-violence  is  dead.  It  is 
unfortunate ,  because  as  one 
noteable  Black  man  said,  "Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  was  the  last 
prince  of  non-violence 
Non-violence  is  a  dead 
phirosopny  and  it  was  not  the 
Black  people  that  killed  it," 

It  is  commonplace  now,  to 
question  the  role  of  some  of  the 
Black  Leaders  in  the  past. 

King  and  his  methods  have 
been  attacked  by  a  number  of 
Black  people. 

King  still  holds  as  important  a 
position  in  our  history  as 
Malcolm  X,  and  W.  E.  DuBois. 

Gordon  Par  ks  probably 
summed  it  up  best  when  he  said, 
son*  5  years  ago,  "vw  lost 
somebody." 


